Article 28 - ‘A right to an education’
Article 29 – ‘A right to be the best that we can be’
Dear Parents/ Anil rhieni,
What a start to a new term! There have been many changes and numerous new routines and procedures, but the children
have been fantastic and have followed them brilliantly. We have now settled into this new way of school life and are
enjoying getting to know our pupils: the new Nursery children, children who have joined the school and rebuilding
relationships with others.

Communication
The school continues to use sQuid, the school blog and the website to keep you informed about all the exciting things,
which are, and will be happening. If you haven’t joined our school blog please consider doing so, as it shows you what
activities your children have been up to in class. Newsletters are also put on the school website and in the main school
foyer. Can I remind you that if your child is absent please use the school absence line to inform us. When using the line
please state your child’s name, class and reason for absence. The school also has a ‘You tube’ channel where useful videos
and videos of school events can be seen. If you wish to contact us we can be contacted via phone 01792 882553 or via
email pontlliw.primary.school@swansea-edunet.gov.uk
Pupil Information
At the beginning of a new school year we would like to ensure that the information held in school is relevant and correct.
The welfare and wellbeing of our children is of the utmost importance so please
do not hesitate to contact us should you wish to discuss anything regarding your
child. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the various
ways in which they can help with the smooth day to day running of the school
to ensure the happiness, safety and progress of your child whilst they are with
us. If your child has asthma you will need to complete a short medical form in
the school office. Please ring the school office and request one, if you have not
already done so. If your phone numbers or addresses change, please make sure
that you inform the school office in case we need to contact you in an
emergency; it is very important that this information is kept up to date. If your
child has a medical condition that may affect them during their time in school, it
is important that you also share this information with us please contact the school office.

Pupil Voice groups
The children are in all in a pupil voice group and have been working on their action plans for this year. They have
nominated chairs and vice chairs. These groups help to improve our school and ensure that the pupils have a voice in what
happens within their school. They help us to work towards ensuring that they achieve the 4 purposes of the new
curriculum. The groups meet every Wednesday and will soon be updating the school website on a regular basis so you can
see what they have been doing in the meetings. These are the pupil voice groups:
Reception – Eco warriors
Year 1 – Healthy Heroes
Year 2 – Safety Soldiers
Year 3 – Healthy Heroes
Year 4 – Enterprise Troopers
Year 5 – Digital Wizards
Year 6 – Criw Cymraeg

Assemblies
The school is now holding virtual assemblies. Each class is responsible for a class assembly on a Monday. Year 6 have told us
about World War 2 and their link with a school in Jersey. Year 5 have told us all about the digestive system and Year 4 have
taught us about the wild west. It is Year 3’s turn this week and we are all looking forward to see what their class assembly
will be about. The assemblies have been helping the children to use their digital skills in a context and giving them the
opportunity to practice their oracy skills in front of an audience. We have also been holding a ‘Seren yr wythnos’ (star of the
week) assembly every week. Thank you to all the parents who have been sending in photographs of their children’s
achievements outside of school we have enjoyed sharing these. It has been lovely to get the whole school together to
congratulate pupils on their achievements and share these assemblies together. The star of the week certificates are
shared with pupils on the day and are then sent to parents via sQuid. Please let us know if you do not receive your child’s
certificate.
Celebration Days
Since returning to school we have celebrated a few things. All class have
learnt about and participated in activities for World mental health day, the
children really enjoyed finding out how to improve their mental health and
trying out some techniques. These can be seen on the school blog. Last
week we celebrated Shwmae day. This saw Year 6 walk around the village
sharing a Shwmae with community members who they passed along the
way. All classes had the opportunity to participate in an online virtual
concert with Bronwyn Lewis who celebrated welsh singing and songs. She
entertained the children and we all enjoyed watching her perform a wide
variety of songs from Ed Sheeran to the Welsh National Anthem.

A great way to celebrate Shwmae day.
Home Learning – Blended Learning
Hopefully you have received the link about Pontlliw’s Blended learning. There will be more explanation videos and
information to follow. The staff have received training from the Local Authority, Impact Wales and Welsh Government and
have been working with the children to develop their skills on the TEAMs and J2e platforms. They are picking up the skills
and applying them well in classroom activities. Pupils are engaging well in the homework tasks and assignments and any
encouragement and support you as parents are able to give, is much appreciated by the school. Blended learning is a
partnership between the school and home and research shows that it is most successful when school and home, work
together. The Blended learning video can be viewed from the school website or on the school’s ‘You tube’ channel.

Parents Evening
Unfortunately, due to the current COVID situation we are unable to host parents’ evenings in the usual way. This term after
many discussions with other schools, the Local Authority and staff we have made the decision to provide all parents with a
summary of how your child has settled, what they have been working on and what their targets are. This will be sent to all
parents via sQuid after half term and there will be opportunity for phone calls with teaching staff if parents require further
information. However, we ask parents to respect that we only have 2 phonelines in the school and that teachers’ have a
limited amount of time outside of their teaching time. We hope that in the Spring term there will be opportunity for us to
face to face meetings with parents to further discuss your child’s progress.
PTA (Parents Teachers Association)
Thank you to all parents and teachers who are involved with the PTA. The first meeting of the year will be held soon, and it
is where the nominations for the chair, vice chair and secretary are made. The PTA is very active and has worked hard for
the school. They have created a Facebook page, What’s App group for members and have raised much needed funds for
the school. They are always looking for new members and have become increasingly important over the years, as school
budgets have received cuts. Please can you support this group in any way you can. Even the smallest of contributions of
time, help or resources make a difference. PTA events can be seen on the PTA’s Facebook page or through the school’s
sQuid mail. The PTA have organized a Halloween event for the pupils. This will take place on Friday 23 rd October. Pupils can
wear fancy dress to school and will be provided with a treat and some fun games and a bit of dancing within their class
bubbles. Pupils do not have to take part and can wear non-uniform if they prefer. The PTA have asked for a contribution of
£2 to help to raise funds for the school.

Curriculum
There are many exciting changes happening in Education in Wales, with the New Curriculum for Wales 2022. There is a new
page on the website called ‘The 4 purposes’, which explains more about this and gives you a link as parents to find out
more. The children have created posters and stickers to assist with their understanding of the 4 purposes. These are now in
place in every classroom and the children are identifying the elements they are using within their work and placing stickers
on their work to reflect the 4 purposes. The class topics have now been changed to ‘Big questions’ these encourage the
children to think about the topic. The children participate in the planning of the topic through EPIC – everyone plans in class
together. The pupils’
suggestions are used to inform
the teachers
planning for their learning.
The pupils are
enjoying the new questions.
As health and wellbeing is a new ‘Area of
Learning’ within the
new curriculum for Wales we
have devised an
emotional regulation tool for
every pupil and
every class has a worry box
and emotional
regulation mat. This provides
all pupils with
strategies to help them get
into the correct
learning zone. You will also
notice our ‘Areas of
learning’ pages and see these
tags on our blog.
These are the areas the new
curriculum has been split up into and we have started to work in these areas within the current curriculum guidance. The
school improvement plan focuses on developing pupils’ Numeracy, Literacy, Welsh and digital skills. Developing and
implementing a whole school approach to Blended Learning and looking at the Expressive Arts area of learning.

Playground Buddies
The pupil voice group decided they would like to introduce playground buddies into the school yards. Every class nominates
two children in their class to become the playground buddy. The buddies are identified by other pupils by the wearing of
badges and their photographs are displayed within the classroom on the playground buddy sheet. The pupils are proud to
be chosen as playground buddies and take their duties very seriously. There is a list of their duties displayed in every
classroom. This system has been put in place to ensure everyone has someone to play with at playtime and to resolve any
issues or conflicts that may occur. It is working very well this term.

Numeracy/Literacy – Catch-up
The staff have been providing all pupils with additional sessions of Numeracy and Literacy skills. These sessions take place
every morning and replace the guided reading sessions that used to take place every morning., Unfortunately, due to
COVID-19 restrictions we are now unable to continue with guided reading sessions as children cannot be facing in groups.
Staff have taken the opportunity to identify Numeracy and Literacy skills that we feel need to be repeated or need to be
refreshed with the pupils from assessments and classwork and are practicing them with the pupils. These have been
extremely successful, and we can already see the benefit. This does not mean that the children are reading any less. We are
still sharing reading through class novels, e-books, the school reading scheme, CAPER books and comprehension tasks. The
school through assessments has also identified that reading skills had largely been maintained through the previous
lockdown. This works alongside the additional sessions offered to groups of pupils identified for the accelerated learning
program.

Staffing
Can I take this opportunity to welcome back Mrs Bennett and Miss Jones to the school. They are enjoying getting to know
your children and have settled in really well. We are pleased to congratulate Miss Frost on the birth of her beautiful baby
girl. Both are doing very well. Mrs Davis continues with her maternity leave and we have two new Teaching Assistants Mrs
Price and Miss Herbert both have settled really well into their new roles.
Health and Safety
The Flu Vaccine was completed with all pupils who attended the school. It went very smoothly, and the nurses attended
each class. The school continues to follow the Operational plan and risk assessments which are updated and reviewed
regularly when required or if any new measures are required.
We ask that parents that are late for their child’s registration slot do not come onto the yard during other classes time
slots. If you are late please come to the main entrance and sign in. This ensures that there is no mixing of bubbles and
maintains safe procedures for all.
Complaints Policy
Parents who wish to make a complaint can contact the school and make an appointment to share their concerns, in
accordance with the school’s open door policy. Due to COVID-19 this is no longer safe, please ring the school office to
report a complaint. If parents do not feel satisfied following this phone call, they can request, in writing, for the matter to
be investigated. During investigation all details are recorded and people involved interviewed. Following this, a decision
regarding the complaint is made and the complainant notified of the decision. If the complaint is not upheld, and parents
are unhappy with any decisions then this progresses to the governing body, in accordance with the procedure.
Child Protection
The child protection officer for the school is Mrs Alison Norman, the Headteacher and in her absence the Deputy
Headteacher, Mrs Kirsty Cusack. The Governor with responsibility for child protection is Mr Dai Mathias, the Vice- Chair of
Governors. In the event of child protection issues the school must follow procedures and report this to social services.
There may also be a need to share information with other agencies.
Parking
Please show respect to the residences who live around the school. We have numerous complaints from residences
regarding parking on Park Road, parking on the pavement opposite the school and sitting on residents’ walls. If you do
need to park please park appropriately and if there are no spaces the Village Hall have kindly allowed us to use the back of
their car park. Thank you for your co-operation with this.

Dates
Friday 23rd October
Monday 2nd November
Wednesday 4th November
Friday 18th December
Monday 21st December
Tuesday 22nd December
Monday 4th January
Tuesday 5th January

Finish for Half term
Pupils return from half term
Pupils summaries going out
Finish school for Christmas
INSET day (School closed to pupils)
INSET day (School closed to pupils)
INSET day (school closed to pupils)
Pupils return to school

Please note that if you, or someone accompanying you, to the school has a disability you are welcome to park in the staff
car park and use the main school entrance to access the building. If you require assistance to enter the building or
additional consideration during events please let us know and we will make arrangements to enable your safe and
comfortable access, time in the building and exit.

Thank you for your continued support
Alison Norman
Headteacher

